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Moving beyond optical metaphors to 'Thﬂ._.
understand how we frame reality. _
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Based on the philosophy of Bry Willis.
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The Unexamined Ontology

As Lisa Feldman Barrett notes, the problem in science isn't materialism itself,
but the ontological assumptions smuggled in before data arrives.

The Flawed View The Relational View

[ REDNESS ]

[ VELOCITY ]

[ SOLIDITY ]

“Redness is not sitting inside the apple waiting to be noticed... Solidity is not lodged in the
bookcase. Each is constituted in a relation, and the relation is not decorative.”
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Philosophical Blueprint

The Gravity of Vocabulary

Organlsm

= | Orgsniem

» COrganism

-

|
L]

Regulation |«

Experience

Regulotion

b 4 Context

\ |
)
o
-
.
S
4'

]

PradicHon

Psychology Department

Organism A~

T Ageocy

Main Concept

We can rearrange the
furniture with real skill,
but the house remains
recognisably the same
discipline.

Subtext

Rejecting an inherited ontology
often comes at the cost of
retaining a vocabulary
anchored to the same old
center of gravity (e.g., the
behaving organism). It is
incredibly difficult to notice
one’s own position from
Inside it.
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The Grammatical Defect of “The Lens”

The standard academic remedy is humility: “We all wear lenses, so swap them
occasionally.” But the noun lens requires an instrument placed in front of something.

| LENS | = [ APPARATUS OF MEDIATION | + | 7 |

The Silent Structural _, /2
Presupposition. -

?__._ ) |
Saying “lens” manufactures a view from nowhere. It structurally requires a bare,
unequipped eye sitting behind the glass. We compress mediation into a noun, and
that noun accidentally resurrects the ,objective observer,.
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The Humility Costume

The Taxonomy Writer

Lens-Mobile
(Deliberately exchange lenses)

The tiered version of lens
pluralism implies a summit
from which the whole

Lens-Aware arrangement 1is visible.

(Notice the apparatus)

Whosoever writes the taxonomy
installs themselves on the

Lens-Nalve —= top rung.

(Mistake aperture for reality)

THE REINSTALLATION REFLEX: Demolishing a privileged viewpoint only to quietly

reoccupy it by claiming you are unusually good at noticing that one cannot occupy it.




Paradigm Shift: Optics vs. Apparatus

THE LENS THE STARTER KIT

(Optical Metaphor) (RPG Build Metaphor)

Placement Placed in front of you | What you are playing as
The “Naked” | Requires a bare eye No character spawns
State behind the glass unequipped

Success Universal, objective Local, pragmatic,
Metric view content-indexed

Smuggles in a "View (Warning: Smuggles in

Fatal Defect from Nowhere” an endgame progress bar)
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The “Starter Kit” Apparatus

You begin with a kit you didn’t choose—a class, a starting zone, a stat distribution,

and limits you only discover by walking into thenm.
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SPIRIT DEFENSE

INTELLECT
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@

AGILITY

AGILITY
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There is no bare eye behind the apparatus, because the apparatus isn’t in front of
anything. IT IS WHAT YOU ARE PLAYING AS. Success is content-indexed. A build that

trivializes one encounter 1is useless in another.
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Refusing the Progress Bar

What the RPG metaphor gets badly wrong is levelling up. Monotonic levelling implies

an endgame, a designer, and a tribunal (the character sheet) that objectively
certifies you are "better."

E XP Gained |
i Tt
. _ \ )
XP Gained Level 1 Level 2 e Level 4 Level 5 Level &
I XP Gained i

Rule: Importing a progress bar smuggles the privileged position back in
through the user interface. Take the starter kit and the build-indexing.
Refuse the progress bar. Reality has no level cap and no patch notes.
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Portable Findings, Discarded Warehouses

Dismissing a religious or metaphysical framework shouldn’t mean losing its
insights.

[ METAPHYSICAL ONTOLOGY ]

[ PHENOMENOLOGICAL FINDING ]

Theology

Extract fifteen centuries

of insight on moral self-deception
without renting the theological

Quantum Mechanics ! :
warehouse 1t’s stored 1n.

Borrow the converged formalism;

Eﬁ%gﬁtnggtggﬁgeung The cost of absolute dismissal is never
P i standing where the pattern becomes

= visible in the first place.




Internally Consistent

A framework can be flawlessly coherent
and comprehensively about nothing.
The most internally consistent

structures are conspiracy
theories—well-constructed delusions.

Persists Across Mediations

Does the pattern keep turning up
when the mediation (scale,
vocabulary, discipline) is varied?
This question has teeth.
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The Convergence Werning

- Recalcitrance has a rider: Convergence 1s evidence about the mediations that
converged, not certification of reality.

[ Economics ] [ Psychology ]

[ Law ]

[ English Grammar ]

Several frameworks can share a distortion.

If multiple disciplines agree on a concept, it may indicate a common cultural |
or linguistic genealogy rather than contact with objective truth. !
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The Unresolvable Gap

There is no remedy for the frameworks we have never
encountered. No amount of diligence closes this gap.
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EPISTEMIC LIMIT

' “The diligence is conducted from inside the equipment‘
e whose limits are the thing at issue. One can’t
‘ meaningfully inspect one’s own installed eyeball.”
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System Status: The Final Stance

|X| No fully unequipped state.

IXl No ‘respec’ button or patch notes.
IX' No character sheet tribunals.

‘x| No View from Nowhere.
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We are left with the fact that some patterns persist no matter what
“build” we play as—and the mild professional embarrassment of letting
that count for something, even when we can’t fully explain why.
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