rather than escaping it.




Hobbes begins from the primal fear of exposure.

The Baseline Condition:
Life without authority is solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short.

The Calculation of Neighbours:
In the state of nature, every person |_.v.
is a possible threat, and every e
peace is strictly temporary.

The Nature of the Fear:

Not modern anxiety, but the
ancient dread of injury,
domination, and death without a
higher authority to intervene.
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Sovereignty consolidates scattered vulnerability into a single artificial body.

The Monopolisation of Force
Punishment shifts from personal
revenge to public authority. The
sovereign stands entirely above the
quarrels of individuals.

The Social Contract

Scattered individuals surrender a
portion of their freedom to a
central authority in exchange for
pacification.

The Appeal of Monarchy

Disorder is plural; sovereignty is
singular. A single will with theatrical
menace prevents political life from
becoming a knife drawer.
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Aggregation does not equal escape.

What Hobbes Saw
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Hobbes’s crucial oversight was assuming the state of nature could be left behind. By collecting

The person becomes the subject; the kingdom becomes the combatant.

individuals into a larger unit, he did not abolish the state of nature—he merely relocated it upward.

I
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Violence does not disappear; it recurs at scale. /—\

larger, hungrier formations.

|
| State against State: N\
| The sovereign protects ———— \
| internally but fights externally. /
| .
]

. - - I \

Village against Village: | -

Local trust fails against | N
I
I

Family against Family: @
Kinship coherence threatened @

by external families.

Person against Person:
The raw state of nature.

i
|
[

The state of nature only changes
costumes. The core dynamic of
exposure remains fully intact.

| I
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The Hobbesian Remainder: Pacifying the interior by weaponising the exterior.

e Internal Pacification

The sovereign monopolises
force, ending private violence
between subjects.

» External Anarchy

Sovereigns confront each other
with no higher sovereign above
them. They become enlarged,
heavily armed individuals.

\* ¥
External
Sovereign
by
w— __T"::- -::%:f_j—— — .
~— Sovereig — External
Sovereign
by
® vy
External .
Sovereign External

Sovereign

e The Paradox

The Leviathan protects its
subjects by concentrating their
violence into itself, turning
outward into a world of other
concentrated violences.
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The universalist dream replaces a local tyrant
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Federations attempt to divide sovereignty, but only introduce new sites of conflict.

The Attempt

Layering authority to preserve

human-scale governance

localiy, while providing -
massive defence and

infrastructure centrally.

The Reality

The contraption is ultimately
a theological puzzle wearing
an administrative lanyard.

Ao New Fault Lines: 2
Intelligibility - Centre vs. Periphery Defensibility

- Local Legitimacy vs. Central Authority
- Regional Identiiy vs. National Abstraction
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The Paradox of Aggregation: Defensibility demands abstraction.

The Village (Human-Scale)

The Empire (Maximum Scale)

High. The system knows your

Low. You are a census entry, tax

Intelligibility name and lived reality. unit, or statistical inconvenience.
B
Dararsibiii Low. Cannot stop the arrival of High. Possesses the monopolised
y heavily armed raiders. force to stop another empire.

i | V¥

N |
Nature of the Local, physically present tyrant or Distant, administrative abstraction.
Sovereign council.

The Resulting
Threat

Raw physical exposure to outside
forces.

-lattening, domination, and loss of
human meaning.
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Political language exists to launder appetite into necessity.
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Lawful Monopoly

National Interest

11

Security Policy

Administrative Governance
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The state does not rescue humanity from nature; it reorganises nature into institutional
forms, hiding the primal mechanics behind the manners of diplomacy.
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Civilisation is not the opposite of the state of nature; it is the state of nature organised.

Hobbes was right that fear drives
aggregation. Order requires
authority because goodwill shatters
the moment the raiders arrive.

His failure was believing the state
could banish the wolf at the door.
Instead, sovereignty simply lets the
wolf in, constructs a larger, more
ferocious wolf indoors, and crowns
him with a border and a revenue
office.
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